This newsletter
Devoted to pet bird
Enthusiasts is
Published monthly by
The Rainbow Feathers
Bird Club of Michigan
A 501(c) (3) club

August 2010
Volume 13 Issue 8

AUGUST 29" — FIFTH SUNDAY
SEPT 26" - FOURTH SUNDAY
OCT. 24" - FOURTH SUNDAY

Non Profit club with members throughout tye
tri-county area, single bird owners, or just
thinking of getting a bird, families, breede's,
exhibitors, all are welcome.
Support scholarships for avian vet students
Yearly Bird Fair
Yearly Pet Expo
Club Library for members
Grooming available
Avian rescue/relocation programs
Monthly meetings with programs of interest to
members.
Monthly newsletter
Periodic Service projects
Field Trips
Educational Programs upon request
Make-it-take-it workshops

And more.......

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers:
President — Dave Carol 734-422-5981
Email — sweettweeters@comcast.net
Vice President — Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030
Email — splafchan@twmi.rr.com
Secretary — Lanah Harris 734-229-0393
Email —lanahh@comcast.net
Treasurer and Membership Secretary —
Tammy Carol 734-422-5981
Email —sweettweeters@comcast.net
Board of Trustees —
Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187
E-maibigduke@comcast.net
Kathy Tromblay 734-941-1517
Email — gtromblay@peoplepc.com
Mary Perva — 734-207-0489

ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS
WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN
COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS. WE
MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443
MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN
IN GARDEN CITY. MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM.

Come join us and have your feathers preenec by Anyone interested in becoming a member please

other Pet Bird Enthusiasts

contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-maill
sweettweeters@comecast.net
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EDITORS BULLETINBOARD | . 22 » =¥,8 8
Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter. All ads “ ¢ W@ = & & W @
and articles will be due the 1% of the month for
publishing in the current month’s newsletter.
Please send all items to him at 11021 Henry Ruff,
Livonia, MI 48150 or email them to him at
splafchan@twmi.rr.com

Aug: 1) Picnic, please bring a dish to share

Sept: 1) Mary Perva

Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the 2) Dave & Tammy Carol
newsletter — this is YOUR newsletter. 3) Volunteer

Articles and/or pictures copied from other 4) Volunteer
publications must be accompanied with written Oct: 1) Beverly & Brent & Ken
permission from original publication and author; this 2) Marie Keehl & Tom Pokryfky

needs to be provided to the editor along with the

article and/or picture. 3) Lanah Harris

4) Patti Polzin

Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any
articles submitted prior to publication.

Ads will be run free for members having a one-time
sale (baby birds, etc.). Those wishing to run ads
multiple times or for a business must purchase a
business membership.

Ask owner's permission to handle/feed
bird(s) and remember to return bird to the
owner.

Wash hands prior/after bird handling.

When bringing companion birds to club

meetings, only bring birds that you have had

vet checked and in your possession for at

least 30 days.

Clean up after yourself and your bird(s)

before you leave. I

$
#
Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or #
e-mail her atbigduke@comcast.nédft you know of % &
any club member who is in the hospital or has lost
a loved one. # (
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Voice of the Veep
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Quality by Mother Nature
Original Corn Bean Mixe: Noodles-n-Nutse
Rainforest Rice Puddine: Pollypastae
Kung Fu Yume
For Birds of all 8&

VALUE, Crazy Corn
e at a cost
'LESS THAN SEED!

£y More Quality

#r@

The Industry Pioneer of Quality
Broad Natural Low Fat Nutritione

All at a Cost Less than Seed

Because Crazy Corn ® expands and seed is 60% waste!
We've made it easy to prevent the most common cause
of bird death- malnutrition from a seed diet. Cook ahead
monthly, freeze baggies, keep some in the fridge to
serve instantly. Superior breeding, lustrous feathering.
Self-weans chicks. Shining health. Generous chunky
fruits, veggies, whole grains, exciting herbs, pastas,
beans, legumes, melon seeds, nuts, and more! Ecstatic

birds! 1-800-BIRD YUM

in California (818) 503-4YUM. Fax (818) 765-4895

SPECIAL BREEDER PRICING

%



BITS from

BABY

Howdy all you
feathered and non-feathered
pilgrims. This is Baby your
roving reporter here again.

The July meeting was a
great one for the middle of the summer with
the hot and sticky temperatures we’'ve been
having. Makes me think | was back in
Australia again. Everyone who came to the
meeting made wooden toys for their
feathered companions. This made all of the
feathered members very glad they came.
OH YES the food was also great because
there is always food we can pick off our
caregivers plates.

Getting back to the meeting there
were fifty-one people of whom forty-four
were non-feathered members, seven guests,
and twenty-six feathered members. The
club members also voted in three new
members to the flock. This month the Grays
and Cockatoos switched numbers. There
were six Grays and only four of us
Cockatoos. I'm going to have a meeting
with the Cockatoo caregivers about that!

| hope everyone rested up in July
because August and September are going to
be BUSY BUSY BUSY. It all starts on
August 14" with Ann Arbor Pet Fest and




then August 29, 21% and 22° at the
Ypsilanti Heritage Festival. Then we can
catch our breath at the Club Picnic on
Sunday August 29 and start again on
September 1§ and 18, at the Get Rescued
Harvest Festival at the Whitmore Lake Post
Office and the same weekend on September
18" at the Society of Canary and Finch
Breeders Bird Fair at the Quality Inn of
Livonia.

Are we all having fun or what!!!!???
YES WE ARE!!!!

Till next month,
Your friend

Baby,
S > >3 > > > > > > > > > ><
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Don't touch that dial for another exciting episage
coming soon
Swapping Too’s in Commerce
until next time Ranger Fans.

Well, Sparky and |

are not too happy with

our pet humans they had

the audacity to go to the
meeting without us, how rude. In any event
| have been noticing that many humans
including my pet human can change
plumage at will. | mean every day they
seem to molt out the old stuff from the day
before and sprout new stuff. Believe you
me some of it makes me nauseous. The one
set with all the gaudy flowers is enough to
give me nightmares and | won't even get
started on the Technicolaness that could
almost blind you. They also seem to change
from season to season long plumage short
plumage and even some upper plumage that
Is been altered. Well Pookie informed me
they call it clothes but whatever it is please
give my pet human some pointers so he
doesn’t look like a total wreck, please | am
begging you before someone gets hurt or
scarred for life.

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS TO:

DANIELLE MILLER
SUE WILHELM
JEFF KENNE
MICHELE MOORE
MALINA PASEK
JULIE SHERMAN
MATT COPIJA
JEFF COTE
SHERYL COPIJA
CELESTE MARKEY
KATHY MOUNSEY
SANDRA CLAFTON
ZACHERY HEGEDUS
MARY PERVA

TIM CHANEY

# %

SEPT. 1
SEPT. 8
SEPRT
SEPT. 10
SEPT. 12
SEPT. 12
SEPIIZ.
PE23
SEPT. 23
SEPT. 25
SEPT. 25
SEPT. 26
SEPT. 26
SEPT. 27
SEP28
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Ann Arbor Pet Fest
Being held at
The Pet Emporium at Copper Leaf Crossing
4940 Ann Arbor-Saline Rd.
Ann Arbor, MI 48103
10:00am to 5:00pm
This is an outdoor event. We will be setting up our
Pop-up canopy about 8:00am and taking it down the
same day after the event is over.

August 14

Aug. 20,21,22  Ypsilanti Heritage Festival
Friday  Aug, 2012 Noon to 8PM
Saturday Aug. 2110AM to 8PM
Sunday Aug. 2211AM to 6PM

This is an outdoor event we are setting up our pop-
up an Thursday and will be tearing it down on
Sunday after the event is over
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Sept. 1& 19" Get Rescued Harvest Festival
North Lot of the Whitmore Lake Post iOéf

9725 Main Street
Whitmore Lake, M| 48189

Fri. Sept. 17 Set-up (possiably)

Sat. Sept.18Set-up 7am to 9am
Show Hours 10am until 5pm

Sun Sept.10 Show Hours 11am until 5pm

Tear down will take place after show ends.
This is an outdoor event. We are tentatively sgtti
up our pop-up canopy on Friday and taking it down
on Sunday after the event is over.

Sept. 18  Society of Canary and Finch Breeders
Bird Fair
$4.00 Adm. 9AM to 4 PM
Quality Inn of Livonia
30375 Plymouth Rd.
Livonia, M| 48150
*xxxxQur Club Has a Booth at This Event*****
Oct. 3¢ Motor City Bird Breeders
Bird Fair
$4.00 Adm. 10AM to 5PM
Madison Place
876 Horace Brown Drive
Madison Heights, Ml 480
*xxxxQur Club Has a Booth at This Event*****
Please note this is a new location for the fair

******N OT E******N OTE******N OTE******

There has been some confusion from
the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to



which events they are allowed to bring their
own bird(s) to. As a point of reference and
for future information please we want
everyone to be aware that when you see the
line:

*exxkOur Club Has a Booth at This Eventr***
following or “Educational Show” preceding
an event listing it means we are attending
the event in an official capacity representing
our club and rescue. At these events all club
members are welcomed to bring their
feathered companions with them. Also
please note that our space is very limited at
some of these events but don't let this stop
you from joining us, we will find a way for
you and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy
the fun.

*kkkhkk N OT E****** N OT E****** N OT E******

*CANCELATION CONFUSION *

A few of our scheduled events have
been canceled at the last minute by the group
staging the event. If you do not regularly
participate in the shows but plan on attending
please call Steve (734-513-0030) to make sure
the event is still a go. Recent cancellations that
have occurred at the last minute are: the
Walled Lake Pet Awareness Day, the Fall for
Novi Pet Adoption Fair, and the Allen Park
Animal Shelter Pet Adoption Fair.

-10 -



How to manage your
bird’s excessive
territoriality

By Liz Wilson,CVT
In the wild, a parrot’'s

territorial instinct is extremely

strong, because he must

protect his territory from

invasion. You may also see
this territoriality in
action in your companion bird. When your
bird drives everyone away from his turf, he
Is exhibiting excessive territoriality, and if
unchecked, this behavior can become a
serious problem that threatens your bird’s
future as a companion animal.
Some bird enthusiasts feel parrots should
be allowed to be territorial around their
cages, but most behavior consultants
disagree. It is also not fair to assume that
your bird must be at your every beck and
call, coming out for interaction whenever it
suits your schedule. Just as children are
allowed privacy in their own rooms, parrots
should have the right to decline human
interaction. Experienced caretakers
recognize this through careful observation
of psittacine body language, and they

-11 -

respect a bird’s privacy by not approaching
during these times.

Excessively territorial companion
parrots act like they outrank everyone in
their flocks. To resolve this
misunderstanding, you should establish
nonaggressive controls by patterning your
bird to respond to simple commands like
“‘up” and “down.” Daily training sessions
should happen in a neutral room, or in an
area the bird doesn’t consider his own, and
on a neutral perch such as the back of a
chair. Once the bird is responding to
commands, you can start moving the
training perch slowly out of the neutral area
and into the area of your bird’s cage. By
moving a few inches at a time and then
working again on the commands, you can
make certain your bird responds correctly.
Then, praise him for his good behavior.
Once in view of your bird’s cage, training
may become more difficult, but with
patience and consistency, most birds will
respond again to the commands. When the
cage is finally reached, you can step the
bird into it with the “down” command, then
immediately pick it up with the “up”
command. Repeating this several times will
teach your parrot that the commands also
work in and around his cage. Repeat this
process on the cage top and on any other
of your bird’s favorite hangouts. Once your
bird is trained, and he wants out of his
cage, he must step onto the hand when
you say “up.” Do not just open the cage
door and let him come out on his own, or
he might conclude that he is in control
again. Continue to use the commands
every day, to remind him that the rules are
still in force. By following these easy
training techniques and handling your
parrot in a firm, loving, unaggressive and
consistent manner, you can keep control of
your headstrong bundle of feathers and
maintain a mutually loving relationship.

This article reprinted with permission from Zupre&m



Free discount card available to club members
Ask about our Birdie Day Spa your bidl love it!

) 52 $ 6%

Open 7-Days
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734-207-0489
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